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Plato’s Philosophy Of Ethics
Plato’s Biography
    Plato is a famous philosopher who lived in the classical era of ancient Greece. He was born in Athens between 429 and 423 BC. He was born during the Peloponnesian War, which greatly influenced his lifestyle. He was taken to an aristocratic family, with his father being Ariston and his mother being Perictione. He had two brothers and one sister. Plato is believed to have died at the age of 80 years in Athens, Greece, between 348 and 347 BC (Pater, 2019).

Plato’s Philosophy Of Ethics
     Plato views the natural approach of carrying out evaluations based on qualities and relations as problematic. To Plato, an object that can be seen with the natural eyes has a different value to different people at different times. Ethics is therefore guided by people's values, which are not rigid somewhat vary with different people at different places for various reasons. According to Plato, some entities give us an absolute understanding of values for human beings to be able to determine what is best. Plato also argues that for any given term, there shall be only one form representing the term. 

    Plato also argues that human beings desire to pursue happiness such that if a person desires anything else. After seeking it, it does not bring them joy, then the desire for that pursuit was not real. If something we wish turns terrible on us, then we did not want that particular thing. A passion must, therefore, bring happiness failure to which the situation can be described as a failure in making the right objectives. A desire is thus said to be existent only when the desire is for something valuable. Failure to human beings is involuntary, according to Plato's ethical philosophy.

   Plato's philosophy of ethics also reveals that a person's soul has three parts consisting of the reason, the spirit, and the appetite. The spirit, according to Plato, is the ultimate guide to what is ethical and immoral. The appetite could, however, drive us to desire what is not moral, and a psychological conflict is created as reason tells us that a certain desire is not ethical. Yet, there is an increased appetite for the desire. The right could fail in the event that the appetite overpowers the reason making us pursue desires that do not bring us happiness, and this is general ignorance. Failure of an individual to get good results in any pursuit means the individual is ignorant and therefore acting involuntarily. Plato’s success is reliably attained only when reason takes control and overcomes the appetite and the spirit.
   Plato’s extends his philosophy of ethics to explain virtue. According to Prior (2016), Plato believed that aspects like wisdom, courage, loyalty, and temperance are a union held together under prudence. Knowledge, therefore, guides people into knowing what is right and wrong. Wise men, therefore, do what is right and avoid what is wrong as guided by the skill of virtue.
    I'm afraid I have to disagree with some arguments of Plato's philosophy of ethics. The fact that he argues that desire should only yield happiness is questionable. My understanding of ethics is that something is only ethical if it does the highest good to most people and the least harm to the least number of people. Some of our desires might bring us happiness at the expense of other people considering that human beings are selfish beings. In case one fulfills their passion and the impact is gruesome to others while the person is happy, then in my view, this act is immoral, contrary to Plato's belief.
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